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sayer had told him that it would be from the tower of
Estrella that he would go forth to die, and he knew of
no such tower. The brothers and their armies met at
Montiel, and as Du Guesclin was always victorious
whenever he was not opposed to the English, Pedro
was routed and forced to shut himself up in the castle
of M out iel, which was closely besieged by the whole of
his brother's army.
Seeing that his fall was only a question of time,
Pedro caused one of his knights. Men Rodriguez de
Sanabria to call to Du Guesclin over the walls and
offer him five cities and a huge sum of money if he
would enable the king to escape. Du Guesclin's
answer was : " I am the vassal of France ; I have
been sent to uphold King Enrique, and as a knight
will I do so in a knightly manner."
But after making this public refusal, either he
treacherously listened to these proposals and warned
his king, or—what, considering the honourable cha-
racters of both himself and Enrique, is more likely—
Pedro expected more mercy from him than from any
Spaniard; for at night, when the castle was reduced
to extremity for want of water, the unhappy king came
forth with three attendants, and rode towards the tent
marked by the Du Guesclin eagle. It is said that as
lie left the castle he looked up, and read over the
gateway, " El Torre de Estrella."
He dismounted and entered the tent, and while
Bertrand delayed him, Enrique entered in full armour.
Someone called out: " Your enemy is here !"
"I am he! I am he!" shouted Pedro in a rage,
and sprang forward, Enrique throwing a dagger in his
face. They grappled together, and fell rolling on the

